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                                                                       Bulgarian non-government organization

Translation from Bulgarian
LETTER OF SUPPORT TO THE CANDIDACY OF 

PROSECUTOR MAGDALENA LAZAROVA-PRODANOVA 

FOR A MEMBER OF SUPREME JUDICIAL COUNCIL
Dear Members of Parliament,

FORUM Association is a Bulgarian non-government organization established in public benefit by team members of the biggest programs of the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) for Bulgaria as Judicial Strangthening Initiative (JSI), Open Government Initiative (OGI) and other. The NGO starts its work in 2007 after the withdraw of the USAID from Bulgaria with the mission to continue the support for judicial reform, good governance and prevention of crime in Bulgaria build on previous experience, achievements and best practices of the team of the USAID programs in Bulgaria. 
Herewith we would like to support prosecutor Magdalena Lazarova-Prodanova in her candidacy for a Member of the Supreme Judicial Council (SJC), considering her active work and leading role in our initiative relating to the protection of Bulgarian cultural heritage through preventing and combating crimes against cultural goods making part of the cultural heritage of Bulgaria. Our partnerships work started in 2008 and continues to date, supported by major international donor institutions. Prosecutor Lazarova is also one of the initiators and magistrates leading the fight against this particular type of organized crime, active participant and a longtime partner of the NGO sector in Bulgaria and the efforts for protection of Bulgarian cultural heritage.

We believe that the selection of prosecutor Lazarova, who is a magistrate with extensive hands-on experience, but is also young and open to new challenges in counteracting crime, as member of the SJC will be of great benefit for the modernization of policies and identification of new approaches to improve the overall work of the judiciary in Bulgaria and specifically, of the fight against organized crime. 

Sincerely,

Ms. Maria Karagiozova

Chairperson, NGO FORUM Association                                             Sofia, Aug 10, 2012[image: image3.png]ASS0CTATION
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